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CYMMRODORION IN LONDON. 
It appears by the public papers, that this society has recently 
proposed medals to the grammar-schools in Wales for the best 
Welsh essay on the Love of Country (Gwladgarwch). Two 
medals, we find, are to be given — one to the successful 
candidate in each division of the Principality. There can be 
no doubt, that the Society, in offering these premiums, have 
been actuated by the same feeling which prompted their original 
establishment ; and it will readily be admitted, that the present 
instance of their patriotism has, at least, the merit of novelty. 
But, judging from a pretty correct experience, we are disposed 
to predict, that the attempt will prove abortive, unless indeed 
a sort of piafraw should give it a semblance of success. For, 
it must be acknowledged to the reproach of the principal Welsh 
grammar-schools, (we speak more particularly of those in North 
Wales,) that the Welsh language has been, for many years, not 
only not encouraged, but absolutely discountenanced by severe 
penalties. The fact is notorious ; and the natural consequence 
has been, that the boys in these schools, far from being able to 
write an " Essay " in the language, are unable even to speak it 
with tolerable correctness, and know nothing of its grammatical 
construction. Whether this Anti-Cambrian feeling prevails to 
the same extent in South Wales we have not, at this moment, 
the means of ascertaining ; but, if it should have even a partial 
existence there, we cannot regard this attempt of the Cymmro- 
dorion as having been influenced by tbe most fortunate stars. 
The patriotism of the motive, however, will remain the same, be 
the event what it may. 

We have hitherto neglected to mention, that this Institution 
has moved from the Freemasons' Tavern to No. 41, Lisle Street, 
Leicester Fields, where a meeting generally takes place every 
Saturday. The regular meetings, however, are holden as before, 
on the first Saturday in every month. A new regulation has 
also been adopted in the admission of members, who must now 
have the previous recommendation of three subscribers. Several 
new members have been introduced since the establishment of 
this rule, which, it will be allowed, has an obvious tendency to 
ensure the respectability of the Institution. 
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The following gentlemen have recently been elected Hono- 
rary Members of the Cymmrodorion : — 

Rev. John Hughes, Author of " Horse Britannicae," 

Richard Fenton, Esq. Aber Gwaen, Fishguard. 

Rev. Dr. Foulkes, Principal of Jesus College, Oxford. 

Rev. Alfred Butler Clough, Fellow of the same College. 
The last mentioned gentleman has lately, with a true patriotic 
feeling, furnished the Society with a catalogue of all the Welsh 
Books and MSS. in the library of Jesus College : — an example, 
which ought to be followed by the proprietors of other Welsh 
collections. And we are inclined to believe, that a mere intima- 
tion would be sufficient to produce the desired result. 



CARNARVON EISTEDDVOD. 

From many reports, which have reached us, considerable 
dissatisfaction appears to have been felt at the event of the con- 
test for the Silver Harp at the late Carnarvon Eisteddvod. The 
Judges, it is said, (or, at least, those who took upon themselves 
the task of deciding), in awarding the prize, were not actuated, 
as much as they ought to have been, by the ordinary maxim in 
these cases — detur dignwri. We have been favoured with an 
extract from a letter, written by a musical person, who attended 
the Eisteddcod, in which he professes to give the particulars of 
this affair ; and, as there really does appear to have been some- 
thing not quite correct in the proceedings, we have no hesitation 
in giving the extract in our pages. We accordingly insert it, 
as we received it, without farther comment. 

"The contest for the Silver Harp proved a very interesting, 
but certainly not a fair, one ; there were eleven harpers, who, 
after the first trial, were reduced to three, viz. B. Cunnah, 
W. Hughes, and J. Morgan. 

" Richard Roberts, of Carnarvon, who gained the prize at 
Wrexham last year, was appointed the umpire, assisted by the 
Rev. W. Cotton, who conducted the Concerts, and Mr. A. 
Loder, of Bath. Both Mr. Cotton and Mr. Loder were deci- 
dedly of opinion, that Cunnah was by far the most scientific 
performer, and that W. Hughes was the next in merit ; but 
R. Roberts would not hear a word of it, and wished to give the 
prize to Morgan. It was at length agreed, that each should 
play a simple Welsh air, without any variations; this was 



